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BUCYRUS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   MARCH 24, 2019 

“HOW LONG WILL HE WAIT” 

Pastor Mike Corwin 

 
TEXT: LUKE 13:1-9    GOD’S WORD: ISAIAH 55:1-9 

 
I – ISAIAH: 
 
Isaiah was a human being, just like us. Humans have wants and needs. One of the most basic is the 
fact that we get thirsty and we get hungry. Even in the Lord’s Prayer we say “Give us this day, our 
daily bread.” Our bodies crave food and drink. We go to fancy restaurants and spend more money 
than we should to get a good steak or piece of fish or chicken. Isaiah says that even if you can’t afford 
to get that ice cold drink or that prime piece of meat, don’t worry about it because god gave you 
those cravings and God has provided for those cravings and he invites those who are poor or in need 
to come to the table with everyone else because it’s all free. 
 
But then he gets around to the real “meat” of the passage. He lets us know that we spend money, 
time, and energy working and acquiring the things we want, but that won’t satisfy us. The only thing 
that will satisfy us is to find God. To put as much energy into finding and grasping God as we do in 
finding and grasping food and all the other material possessions we go after and accumulate.  
 
Isaiah is calling the people to worry more about feeding their soul than they do about feeding their 
stomachs. He calls then to “Enjoy the finest food” (vs. 2). He calls the people to spend their time to 
“seek the Lord while you can find him. Call on him now while he is near” (vs. 6). He is calling the 
people to repent of their sins, seek forgiveness, and enter into a deeper fellowship with who they 
really need. GOD. 
 
II – TEXT: 
 
We started the Lenten season with the theme that Jesus is the only answer for our sinfulness and 
brokenness. Today I want to show you what Isaiah was speaking about in his prophecy from this 
morning’s reading. Jesus is the answer. His forgiveness is the grace of God we speak about. You can’t 
buy it and you can’t earn it. But you have to accept it. He forces it on no one…YOU HAVE TO REPENT. 
This morning’s text from Luke is just that. A call to repentance. 
 
Luke 13:1-9 (NLT) 
 
1About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they were 

offering sacrifices at the Temple. 2 “Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why they suffered? 3 Not at all! And you will perish, too, 

unless you repent of your sins and turn to God. 4 And what about the eighteen people who died when 
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the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? 5 No, and I tell you again 

that unless you repent, you will perish, too.” 

 
6 Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if 

there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7 Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve 

waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the 

garden.’ 8 “The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it 

special attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9 If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you can cut it 

down.’” 

 

I think one of the things we should be extremely thankful for is the fact we are not first century Jewish 

people. Their belief was that if something happened to you…if you fell on hard times…if you couldn’t 

bear children…if nothing good ever happened to you, then it was all because of your sinfulness. If it 

was a huge problem or tragedy, then obviously it must have been a huge sin. The bigger the 

issue…the bigger the sin. I know what I’ve done in my life and I’m guessing if this belief were true I 

would have absolutely no joy or peace in my life because I’d be continually suffering the 

consequences of my sin. 

Jesus is speaking to this custom as he responds to the concerns of people who have just found out 

and informed him that the Roman governor, Pilate, had just had some people in Galilee murdered 

while they were offering their sacrifices in the Temple. This was a huge tragedy. Just murdering them 

was bad enough – but while they were in church? How outraged have we been as we read stories 

about the various shootings in churches, temples, and synagogues in the last few years? It just 

shouldn’t happen in a church as people are worshipping God! The Galileans were known to be 

rebellious people, but this just wasn’t right. Their sins must have been extremely bad! 

 

And Jesus tells them they are wrong in this thinking. What happened didn’t have anything to do with 

their sinfulness. Nor did the crushing of people as a tower fell in Jerusalem. Because if this were true 

they would all suffer a similar fate. Because the fact of the matter is they were all sinners, every one 

of them. 

 

Jesus is pointing out that everyone will suffer a physical death. Every one of us will reach a time when 

our bodies will die and cease to function. But we don’t have to have a spiritual death too. We can live 

on into eternity and all we have to do is come to Jesus and repent of our sins. Draw close to God, 

through his Son, as Isaiah was telling us to do. 

 

He then tells a story about a fig tree. The fig was a popular plant in the region. Respected and 

cultivated for the wonderful fruit it gave. This particular tree, which here represented Israel and us, 
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was not producing fruit. It was taking up space and resources that could have been used for a tree 

that would grow and produce the fruit they wanted it to. Would feed people. So…cut it down. 

 

Then I see a glimpse of that grace as the gardener gives it one more year to get it right. To get back on 

track, but if it still doesn’t do anything it will go to the axe and cease to exist. 

 

III – FIND CHRIST: 

 

I read passages such as this and I get a little worried.  I get worried because I’m also aware of 

passages such as this one from 2 Peter where Peter talks about God delaying the promised return of 

Jesus and says: 
9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being 

patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away 

with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and 

everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.   

2 Peter 3:9-10 (NLT) 

 

I am so glad that God is showing great compassion and grace as he waits for people to repent and 

turn to him, but I wonder how long he’ll wait. As I look around the world. As I see what’s going on, the 

dishonesty, the murder, the abuse, the mayhem, and all the other evil we see. I have to wonder how 

long before he gets his fill and say’s enough is enough. The time is now, and sends Jesus back. 

 

And what really worries me is the fact that when he does there will be those who are not ready for 

that day. Those who have not repented and turned their hearts and lives over to God. Do all my 

friends and family know Jesus yet? Have I made the most of my interactions with others so they get it, 

so they repent and grab hold of Jesus? Have I had the opportunity to lead someone to Christ and 

dropped the ball? How about my unborn grandchildren, will I have the chance to tell them about 

Jesus or will there be someone else there to do it? 

 

How about the congregation I serve?  Have I preached the Gospel in such a way you all know Jesus? 

How certain am I that you have all repented and accepted Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior? 

Have I made all the church staff aware of Jesus and their need to repent and love him? Peter reminds 

us that when the end comes it will be unexpectedly. We must all be ready. Our end may precede the 

coming of Christ, we must be ready. Are you? 

 

IV – FOLLOW/SERVE CHRIST: 
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And then brothers and sisters I have to worry about the 2nd part of this text as well. Jesus calls us to 

find him and I sometimes think that’s the easy part. The hard part is to follow and serve him. Jesus 

doesn’t tell us to repent and let him into our heart and then he sits us on a pew and wraps us in a 

cocoon of wonderful services, nice music, and meaningful prayers. NO!!!! He calls us to find him, let 

him in, and then to FOLLOW AND SERVE HIM. 

 

He calls us to grow closer and closer to him each and every day of our lives. To learn what he said and 

then not just talk about it but to live it as well. He calls us to change our lives and leave the world 

behind as we become more holy, as we become more like him, as we shine his light through our lives 

into the world so we can worry less and less about everybody being ready to meet him face to face. 

 

He wants us to bear fruit. That means he wants our Salvation to serve His Kingdom. To bring others to 

Christ as we work and show Christ to others in our lives and area. Jesus doesn’t want our faith to get 

arthritis and creak and grown because it sits around and grows old. He wants our faith to be active 

and in motion. To bear fruit. 

 

And I look at the parable of the fig tree as a message not just for people, but for his church as well. 

We close churches in our district and our conference every year. They are closed because they have 

become unable to stay open. They are usually unable to stay open because they have run out of 

people and resource. I am boldly going to say that happens because they have quit bearing fruit! All 

they  care about is their “church” – mainly the building. Their comfort and what they want. They don’t 

reach out and share their faith. They do nothing to attract new souls into the church and the 

Kingdom. They just want to be comfortable and never change. They have stopped bearing fruit. God 

usually gives them more than 3 years but inevitably they axe comes out and they are chopped down 

and cease to exist except in memory. 

 

V – HOW LONG? 

 

I know that I have pressed hard since I came to be your pastor. I know that you have sometimes 

grumbled and sometimes broke a sweat. I know that I have sometimes been looked at like a police 

chief instead of a pastor. But I want you to know you and the church are the driving factors. 

 

I want to know that when I sit down at the great banquet table in heaven you will all be there with 

me. That it was long enough and you all found and embraced Jesus. 

 

I want to know that this church will always produce fruit and God’s axe is getting rusty because it will 

never be put to use here. 

 

If you haven’t found Jesus, repented, and found his love, you need to do it soon. Pastor Becky or I 

either one would love to help you take that step. 
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And if you’re not doing anything to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God, you need to get off your___ -

pew and get busy! We don’t want you or the church to meet the axe!   AMEN 


